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OCTFamily.com		OCTEDF@gmail.com


Hello Owens Cook Thomas Family!
(PLEASE READ THIS LETTER IN FULL)

We have selected a hotel for our family reunion which will be held June 19-21, 2026. The hotel is the Hampton Inn Chicago - McCormick Place located at 123 E. Cermak Road, Chicago IL, 60616.

We have a very limited block of thirty-five (35) total rooms set aside for booking. Additionally, we have an even further limited block of seven (7) total rooms set aside for Thursday, if anyone would like to travel early. Events are not currently scheduled for Thursday, but you may travel early to Chicago if you prefer.

To book your room by phone, please call (800) 774-1500 and use code “OCT”. You may also book online by going to the Hilton.com website and searching the hotel above and entering OCT as the special group rate. The direct link to book is also on our website at OCTFamily.com

Once these rooms are taken, it may be possible to book additional rooms, but the rates are likely to be increased. Due to the size of our group, we were able to secure Single (King) rooms for $199 per night and Double (2 Queens) rooms for $249 per night. This is a savings of at least $110 per room, given the events in the area and the location of the hotel (not far from Chicago’s downtown). This is your best price!

It is very important that you book your rooms as early as possible to ensure you have lodging. To encourage you to book early, we are offering a raffle for all people who book their hotel rooms on or before January 19, 2026 and one (1) lucky winner will receive a Visa (same as cash) gift card! Don’t delay, book your room today! Please contact Erice Smith if you try to book and the block is full.


ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT INFORMATION

The family reunion events will start on Friday, June 19th, 2026 with a Juneteenth Picnic and Black History Celebration from 12PM-7PM. Please plan your travel to arrive on Friday to enjoy the festivities. 

We are currently working with the hotel to gain early check-in (12pm) for your rooms. If that cannot be arranged, your luggage/bags may be stored with the hotel bell desk.

Additional information such as family reunion fees, t-shirts, event location/details and other items will be shared in future letters after the new year. Further, if you want to stay ahead with all the up-to-date information on the reunion, please use our online resource OCTFamily.com. Our family reunion website has been specially designed to provide information FIRST to any person using the website. You may also follow & friend Owens Cook Thomas on Facebook to get real time information.

PLEASE USE OUR WEBSITE TO GET REUNION INFORMATION, UPDATE YOUR ADDRESSES, AND GET ACCESS/UPDATE THE FAMILY TREE WITH NEW INFO!!

If you have any questions, please reach out to Erice Smith via email at OCTEDF@gmail.com or call me at (773) 577-3716. Please leave a voice message or text if I do not answer. We are so excited to host you in Chicago. June is just around the corner! See you soon!
 with love, the Smith Family, your 2026 hosts 
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